Weakly associated TFPB anions are superior to PF6 anions when preparing (pseudo)rotaxanes from crown ethers and secondary dialkylammonium ions.
Making the right choice: Tetrakis(3,5-trifluoromethylphenyl)borate (TFPB) counter anions can facilitate the threading of dibenzylammonium (DBA(+)) ions through macrocycles in cases where the corresponding PF(6)(-) salts fail to exhibit complexation.